Toni Sender
discussion period. The knack consisted first in getting
the floor by making the audience curious and then
in speaking in terms that made it difficult for the
army officer, always present, to stop and arrest me.
Old Georg Ulrich, known as the " Red Duke from
Hessen " because he had become a member of the
Reichstag for the Grand Duchy of Hessen, was one
of the most popular figures in his state. He was the
speaker I had to follow most of the time. He became
nervous when I appeared. My speaking time was
curtailed. They would not give me more than ten
minutes. But towards the last year of the war I could
feel the increasing curiosity of the audiences, and at
the end of my ten minutes I could ask the audience
myself if they wanted to hear more. I had some more
interesting news for them, I would say.
" Let her speak longer," was the demand of the
audience.
The officers took down every word in shorthand,
and I was prepared for arrest at any moment, although
I tried to word my talks in such a way that they would
not be incriminating. All my friends were amazed
that I was still free. Only later was I to have an
explanation of this amazing fact.
One day I had to go to Riisselsheim, to speak dur-
ing the discussion period at a meeting of the women
workers of the Opel automobile factory, then produc-
ing only munitions. After I had delivered my talk, the
entire audience remained when the meeting was over
and asked me to open a new meeting. I complied,
although of course I had no permit from the army
high command. One of our most active nuclei was
started in this industrial town.
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